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Introduction 

 
Since 2015, the European Union is facing the 
greatest crisis in its history of over 65 years 
of building policy, based on solidarity, safety 
and welfare for the countries that accepted 
the EU membership. The wave of immigrants 
has had a sudden entry into the EU space 

raising many questions on the lax policies of 
the European Union on border security and 
ensuring the well-being of the European 
population (be it indigenous or resulting 
from migration). 
 
Moreover, the refugees’ issue caused a short-
circuit in the European space, also bringing a 
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special interest in the contemporary 
diplomatic activity of the EU member states. 
Refugees or imigrants, as the political leaders 
and the media prefer to call them, represent 
a serious challange for the commom 
European values already tested by the Euro 
zone crisis, terrorist attacks, the rise in 
extremist parties or the eventual Brexit.The 
motivation behind this paper is, foremost, to 
fill a scientific gap, and because it is an 
ongoing phenomenon with data that  are 
constantly  updating, the Romanian scientific 
literature suffers from a shortage of coverage 
of the "refugee crisis" topic.[1] 
 

The fundamental objective of this research 
is to analyze the implications of the refugee 
crisis on EU economic diplomacy, 
particularly on Romania. The research 
started with the following questions: What is 
the role of the European economic diplomacy 
in the current global context? What are the 
main challenges for the refugee crisis on EU 
economic diplomacy? What is Romania’s 
attitude and reaction on crisis management? 
 
The literature review used is a balanced 
one. The analysis is based primarily on 
primary sources as a basis for speech 
analysis and a technical analysis of the policy 
documents adopted by the European Union, 
complemented by the use of academic 
sources both national (Sebe M. or Soare S. & 
Postelnicu C.) and international (Kaplan or 
Maley) and analytical resources published by 
think tanks well-known on a transatlantic 
level , but also media resources. The analysis 
on the migration towards Europe and its 
correlation with the European Union’s 
economic diplomacy represents a brave but 
also risky approach as it is based on an 
ongoing phenomenon where information 
changes daily and that seems to question an 
entire set of philosophical and political 
values on which the European project was 
built [2]. 
  
The migration flow that has rocked Europe 
since 2015 is the sign of a deep 
administrative and political crisis of the 
European leadership unable to defend the 
values that the European project was 

founded on – united in diversity. One of the 
secondary hypotheses is that there is a 
panoply of causes that led to the wave of 
immigrants, causes that can be classified into 
the "push-draw" specter. Moreover, if the 
general feeling in Bucharest related to the 
refugee crisis is mistrust and rejection of the 
relocation quotas , the accounting solution 
contested even in the heart of Europe, in 
Strasbourg the dominant feeling is concern 
about the inability of the political leadership 
to manage the crises that Europe faces 
Although the European Union is at the world 
decisive economic forefront thanks to the 
size of the European economy, how they 
manage the refugee crisis diminishes its 
credibility and forces it to undertake a long-
term foreign policy strategy in the sphere of 
migration and asylum.[7] 
 
The paper is based on two pillars, which 
provide an overview of the conceptual and 
practical aspects of the two recent 
phenomena in the European history – the 
manner in which the post-Lisbon Europe 
ensures the welfare of the populations 
present on the old continent through 
economic diplomacy, and how the refugee 
crisis debuts in 2015 was managed in the 
perspective of the dangerous cleavage 
between the East and the West. 
 

The scientific methodology is based on a 
literature review (primary and secondary 
sources) to scientifically place the European 
economic diplomacy in the global context, 
mainly based on qualitative data, 
complemented by statistics from the official 
websites of the European institutions or 
bodies specialized in migration, asylum and 
refugees. However, the research 
methodology is interdisciplinary and mixed 
(both qualitative and quantitative), using a 
bibliography based mainly on primary 
sources, but also on academic research 
resources and think tanks recognized in the 
transatlantic environment. The qualitative 
methodology has analyzed the main 
definitions, classifications and theories 
identified in special literary works, academic 
papers and previous studies in order to get a 
clear view of the phenomena. We do not 
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intend to present an exhaustive study, the 
subject of European Union’s economic 
diplomacy correlated with the refugee crisis 
remains open to new perspectives, especially 
in the context of the continuous updating of 
information. 
 
The Role of EU Economic Diplomacy in the 

global context  

 
In a very simplistic way, the economic 
diplomacy has as main focus the economic 
issues of a state. More broadly, it is a foreign 
policy function that reconciles foreign policy 
efforts with the need for the economic 
welfare of the citizens. Economic diplomacy 
is a complex process that brings together the 
representing of the economic interests of a 
state or supra-state entity with the adoption 
of appropriate economic decisions that could 
contribute to the development of the 
economic welfare of the population in that 
specific state. Economic diplomacy uses a 
wide range of tools, from simple informal 
negotiation to voluntary cooperation via 
codes of conduct or other internal rules.[4] 
 
A feature of economic diplomacy is its 
enhanced sensitivity in economic markets, 
something which political diplomacy does 
not consider a priority. In this context, it is 
important to underline that there is no 
economic diplomacy theory to predict how 
states, in certain circumstances, will build 
and implement their economic policies 
designed to ensure the welfare of the 
population. The European Union is a soft 

power, and the European economy is one of 
its most important pillars of action. The 
economy has become a major field of 
diplomatic actions of the EU member states 
and an important milestone in managing the 
crisis that the European space faces. In this 
regard, the refugee crisis, although it should 
have been an economic opportunity for the 
European Union, has shown that the post - 
Lisbon Europe continues to be a 
supranational entity marked by poor health. 
[8] 
The turbulent political and economic context 
of the year 2015 - the Eurozone crisis, the 
terrorist attacks in Paris, the Syrian refugees’ 

crisis, extremism and populist movements 
such as National Front or UKIP, the potential 
Grexit and Brexit, the relationship with 
Putin’s  Moscow – have underlined once 
more that the Union is a normative power, 
divided into two Europes: the West and the 
East, acting more diplomatically and 
economically than politically and 
military.[13] The international sanctions 
imposed after Russia's annexation of Crimea, 
Greece’s financial aid, the humanitarian aid 
given to the refugees are evidence that the 
economic diplomacy of the European Union 
increasingly serves as a tool for negotiating 
safety conditions at an European level and as 
a mechanism to ensure a decent standard of 
living for the indigenous European 
population or the refugees who recently 
entered the territory of the old continent.  
 
Generally, economic diplomacy represents 
the decision-making and negotiation process 
in international economic relations. It is 
more about a process than about the state 
structure or power or a universe of 
negotiation. At a European level the 
European economic diplomacy includes the 
same decision process translated into how 
the Member States and the central level 
(Brussels) succeeded or not in having a 
common position in negotiations, a position 
that the European Union must defend in its 
negotiations with third parties [8] 
 
European economic diplomacy can not be 
reduced to simple economic actions taken by 
diplomats or simple trade relations in the 
foreign policy plan. European economic 
diplomacy has great importance for the 
European project due to multiple reasons. 
First of all, the international economic 
relations have been for several years in a 
multipolar logic, the European Union’s 
economic diplomacy is thus important from a 
purely systemic point of view. Moreover, this 
form of diplomacy shows the Union's ability 
to bind solid economic relations with other 
countries in terms of foreign trade, 
investment, monetary relations or financial 
flows. Secondly, the European economic 
diplomacy places the Union in the worldwide 
economic decision-making sphere. Let us not 
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forget that the European Union, although 
many deny this, remains an important 
decision-maker in the international economic 
area, especially considering the fact that it 
operates as a single market with 28 member 
states, which comprises approximately 20% 
of the international trade [25]. Moreover, 
European economic diplomacy is of great 
interest, since it must align the internal 
European economic policy elements with the 
European foreign policy ones. Finally, the 
European Union can, through its economic 
diplomacy, provide co-leadership in 
international economic problems ensuring 
the stability of the international economic 
system. 
 
If we ask what are the mechanisms through 
which the post - Lisbon European Union is 
exercising economic diplomacy, we can start 
by saying that this innovative giant 
construction has a population of over 500 
million Europeans, the third largest after 
China and India, and a stretch of 4,324,782 
km2, performed most of world trade and 
generates one third of the human welfare, 
while being the largest provider of financial 
assistance and advice to developing 
countries [8]. With an international legal 
personality, the European Union is involved 
more deeply in the prevention of 
international conflict, European and global 
peacekeeping, countering terrorism, 
humanitarian assistance and political asylum 
to refugees from war zones. 
 
The European Union is a major actor in 
international economic negotiations in 
particular due to the size of the EU economy. 
In this context, the development of the 
Union's economic diplomacy has a systemic 
importance for the global economic 
hierarchy, but also a domestic importance for 
the 28 member states. However, European 
negotiators have a limited market power, the 
relative European economic power is in a 
slight decline compared to the  emerging 
economic powers,  such as China or India, 
countries with a genuine growth potential in 
the coming years. 
 

The European Commission, the EU High 
Representative and the European External 
Action Service must propose as soon as 
possible practical strategies for the European 
Union’s foreign policy in generating conflicts 
and economic hardship in the extra 
community space that produce a massive 
exodus of populations towards the 
prosperous West, seen as a Providence State. 
Moreover, the European economic diplomacy 
must relate with the Refugees’ diplomacy 
[13], a new form of diplomacy (not receiving 
a structured framework) which refers to the 
national, European and international border 
control framework and also to the legislation 
on migration, which is most often exercised 
not by career diplomats but by ministers or 
commissioners interested in immigration, 
internal or external control. 
 
The European Union must have an updated 
legislation in the year 2016 regarding 
protection, asylum and migration and must 
play a more active role as a global actor, 
especially in the areas where nation states 
are too repressive or in direct conflict with 
the people who seek a better life in Western 
Europe. What is important to remember is 
that in 2015 the invasion was carried out 
from countries with a weak education system 
and in which religion played a significant role 
in society (mostly Sunni Islam). In order to 
thrive, Europe needs skilled labor and well 
intellectually trained immigrants because, as 
we saw with the international mobility 
programs supported by the European Union, 
Europe will not be satisfied with a generous 
stream of intelligence that brings it added 
value. [24] 
 
To conclude this part of the paper, we 
consider a good approach that the EU 
members declare that they only want 
registered immigrants, with a good level of 
training, immigrants that will solve both the 
problem of population density in the old 
continent as it was found that the birth rate 
grows only in the countries where the 
contribution of immigrants from different 
generations through families with children, is 
significant [2]. The costs will be huge and, 
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unfortunately, will add to other European 
government mistakes.  
 

 Understanding the migration challenges 

on European Union Economic Diplomacy 

and the EU Responses 

 
The immigrants’ crisis, a crisis 
unprecedented in the history of the European 
construction, short-circuited the European 
project with a series of consequences in the 
short, medium and long term. It is a crisis 
linked more to the common European values 
and not necessarily to the management of the 
massive influx of immigrants towards the Old 
Continent. 

 

Deficient Regulations Regarding Asylum 

 
Angela Merkel declared that the massive flow 
of refugees that Europe is facing is a more 
important test than even the financial 
collapse of Greece. This statement has a 
foundation linked to the un-adapted 
mechanisms that the EU has to handle this 
crisis. First, there is no standard at the EU 
level to regulate the issue of asylum, a 
common list of countries considered to be in 
conflict, resulting in more refugees and no 
collective centers to house asylum seekers 
and to provide them with food. Thus, the 
main problem was a low adaptability of the 
Union's judicial framework regarding asylum 
and migration [9]. In other words, the 
European Union is likely to create dissension 
within itself in an attempt to effectively 
manage this situation. 
 

Smuggling 

 
One of the most important threats to the 
European Union's refugee crisis is the 
trafficking of migrants. This category of 
organized crime refers to facilitating border 
crossing illegally in another state for the 
purpose of profit. Transnational organized 
crime groups tend to act in this segment 
because the profits are substantial and the 
risks of being detected are low. In this sense, 
the groups operate in a more organised 
manner and create professional networks 
that transcend state borders. For these 

criminal groups, the migrant is just a product, 
along with drugs or weapons, which 
guarantee them material benefits [21]. The 
desire of obtaining asylum in the European 
states augmented an illicit market for the 
transfer of migrants, in which the traffickers 
are migrants themselves and use their 
knowledge to transfer others in exchange for 
compensation. There are also cases in which 
the migrants arrived in the EU through this 
system, integrate further into the criminal 
grouping, creating a transnational network 
much stronger and more damaging to the 
EU[21]. 
 

Terrorism 

 
Philip Breedlove, commander of the NATO 
forces in Europe said that ISIS terrorists 
infiltrate Europe via refugees: "The Islamic 

State is spreading like a cancer among the 

refugees"  [29]. He also noted that several 
European countries have signaled that they 
have information aimed at preparing 
terrorist attacks on their territory. Moreover, 
Breedlove launches a serious allegation 
against Russia's Vladimir Putin, who is said 
to use, with the regime of Bashar al-Assad , 
the phenomenon created by the refugee 
crisis in order to overwhelm the European 
structures [29]. 
 

The danger of destabilizing the European 

Union 

 
This threat was highlighted by French Prime 
Minister Manuel Valls, who claimed earlier 
this year that, mistakenly managed, the 
refugee crisis threatens the idea of the Union. 
Thus, he argues that we need a much 
stronger control of the Union's borders and 
that, at the same time, we have to change the 
message sent by Germany, that it will provide 
asylum to all who request it. The French 
Prime Minister like the idea that Germany 
should be helped in its brave attempt to 
manage the crisis, but supports the need to 
send a strong message, expressing that not 
all refugees will be welcomed in Europe. To 
the contrary, this call which supports 
granting all those seeking asylum refugee 
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status creates major risks and challenges 
unprecedented in the European Union [17].  
 

Attacks carried out by groups of refugees 

against European citizens 

 
Since the beginning of the crisis to date, 
many cases of harassment and attacks were 
presented in the international media. For 
example, Telegraph.co.uk presented in 
February this year how two retired Germans 
were attacked in the subway because they 
tried to protect a woman who did not answer 
advances from refugees.[10]. 
 
The whole situation was created ever since 
last year, when there were the first cases of 
harassment in Germany, but it is not the only 
European country that has faced attacks from 
refugees. Most cases occurred in Germany 
(multiple sexual assaults and harassment in 
five cities), Switzerland (six women were 
attacked in Zurich in the New Year's Eve), 
Austria (attacks by delinquent groups of 
masked refugees), Sweden ( a woman was 
attacked and robbed). In these 
circumstances, early this year, authorities 
have advised women to avoid travelling 
alone on the street at night, according to the 
publication Dailymail UK [23]. 
 

The wave of migration to the EU includes not 
only war refugees from Syria, Iraq and other 
conflict zones, but also other types of 
migration, which is usually neglected by the 
press and the emotional public opinion. But 
this distinction is important in order to 
provide a consistent approach common 
European policies and a better 
understanding of the phenomenon [26]. This 
research tried to capture opportunities and 
the level of state involvement of Romania in 
the management implications refugee crisis. 
Is Romania  prepared to successfully 
implement integration policy for refugees? 
Would Romanian society be able to get over 
stereotypes and prejudices in favor of a 
European democratic spirit? All these 
questions will guide this study, in order to 
determine whether the Romanian state is 
willing and able to assume international 
obligations in the context of the refugee crisis 
in Europe. In early autumn of 2015, the 
entire EU is faced with a unique situation for 
her as an entity (massive exodus in waves of 
populations to Europe), but also as a political 
construction designed to protect, promote 
European identity in the 21st century , 
therefore, designed to provide security, 
stability, prosperity to the people of states 
that joined the EU as full Member States. 

 

          

Figure 1:  The main routes of migration from Middle East and Africa to Europe 

(2015) 
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Source: EUROPOL apud Lewis Dean. (2015). „Revealed: Dangerous routes African migrants use to 
reach UK”, http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/revealed-dangerous-routes-african-migrants-use-reach-uk-
1492672. 
 
This wave of immigrants practically forced 
entry into the EU in a  sudden, massive, 
desperate way, bringing a phenomenon of 
mass migration or an exodus of populations 
from outside Europe that "besiege Europe" is 
the result of relaxed policies , if not even 
ignorance or lack of interest by the 
Commission and the Western countries 

especially the Union to the EU countries from 
the southern border of the Union (Greece, 
Italy, in particular) which for years were 
faced with the phenomena of having their 
borders forced by non-European citizens (the 
phenomena of illegal immigration and 
phenomena related to organized trafficking 
in persons) [3].

 
 

 

Figure 2: Top European Countries for Syrian refugees (2015) 

Source :  Al Jazeera, Interactive: Europe’s Refugee Intake – how many refugees should each EU 
country take in?, https://twitter.com/ajenglish/status/642041872433717248   
 

According to “The European Response to the 

Syrian Refugee crisis, What Next ?”, 9 out of 
10 refugees choose to go in the most-
developed and Antonio Gutteres, former UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, said that 
the best way to fight against people who 
want to bring instability, traffickers and 
terrorists, is finding the best legal solutions 
to welcome refugees [30]. This surprising 
lack of strategic thinking in the EU diplomacy 
was the result of a lack of clear strategy, 
coherent of the Union for areas such as the 
Mediterranean countries the source of the 
phenomenon of migration due to military 
conflicts and under-developed countries in 
other regions of the world. It was considered 
quite shallow and unacceptable for the EU 
that was assumed by the Lisbon Treaty as a 
global player, that the southern EU borders 

can manage alone, without a specific strategy 
of the EU risks of illegal migration, on 
grounds of persecution because of war or 
economic considerations, risks to security, 
stability and identity European Union alone 
[3]. Every decision and action affecting full 
EU internal and external policies of its 
Member States and national political leaders 
are obliged to put their states and obligations 
they have assumed under international 
treaties. In addition, not all decisions by EU 
and its institutions are well-received 
nationally, especially when they involve 
major economic, political and social changes 
[3]. 
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 Romania’s position on refugee crisis 

Romania has a very good image in Arab 
countries in Islamic areas generally, 
traditional relations and lasting friendship 
that could be used in the second stage, 
identification of solution depth, real, 

constructive for the EU to stop at source 
conflicts generating massive exodus, this 
image can not be jeopardized by the inability 
and lack of solutions to the Western 
countries in the EU [3].

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 : Immigration in Europe, 2015 

Source: ONU Report 2015 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimatestotal
.shtml,  

 
In May 2015, the refugee crisis and the 
challenges posed to certain European 
countries such as Greece and Italy, the EU 
adopted the European Agenda for Migration, 
the resulting obligations for all Member 
States. European Commission initiated under 
this Agenda two packages to implementing 

resettlement of migrants in the EU by 
compulsory quota allocation method 
refugees for each Member State [24]. Thus, in 
early September 2015, the European 
Commission expect that Romania can receive 
a total of 6351 refugees [24]. 

 

 
Figure 4:  Romania – Shelters for Refugees 
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Source: http://www.aidrom.ro/proiecte/asistenta-solicitanti-de-azil/, accessed on 12.03.2017 

According to the National Immigration 
Strategy for the period 2015-2018, Romania 
was initially allocated a quota of  2362 
people, including 1,705 through the 
emergency mechanism and 657 persons by 
non-EU resettlement program. The 
Romanian government approved it, but only 
July 2nd , 2015 Memorandum on the 
implementation of European Council 
conclusions, which agree to receive urgently 
a number of 1,705 people and only 80 people 
through the mechanism of relocation non-EU 
[28] . In addition, the Romanian President 
was opposed the Commission to receive 
6,000 refugees share what had been 
originally distributed Romanian state, saying 
that Romania has the capacity to 
accommodate only 1,785 people [27]. 
Despite appeals, the decision of the Justice 

and Home Affairs Council was sufficiently 
clear so that Romania will be given the 
number of refugees distributed through the 
mechanism of mandatory quotas. As the 
official position of Romania in Brussels that 
disappointed  Romanian analysts and 
surprised negatively European community, 
the Romanian state withdrawing itself from 
the core of the EU by its flexible position on 
the number of refugees it can receive. 
Romania became the "bone of contention" on 
refugee "mandatory quota", rasing the 
question "is solidarity voluntary or 
mandatory?" [14] Romania Received on 
March 3rd 2016 its first 15 refugees that are 
going to stay in Galati the Refugee Center. It 
is a small number Currently That 
corresponds with the available housing 
capacity of approx. 1 500 places [14]. 

 
Table 1:  Romania’s Refugee Centers and their housing capacity 

 

Refugee centers Number of places 

Bucharest 470 
Galați 300 
Giurgiu 200 
Rădăuți 180 
Șomcuța Mare 250 
Timișoara  100 

Source: Sebe,M. (2015) , Romania stance in the Issue of Refugees Crises, Institute of European 
Democrats, 2016, Bucharest, https://www.iedonline.eu/download/2016/IED-Mihai-Sebe-
Working-Paper-2016-update.pdf 
 
 
At the moment, Romania is the European 
country with the lowest rate of immigration 
in the EU (0.9%). Romania grants extremely 
small financial allowance to asylum seekers 
and provides protection as a refugee to a 
small number of applicants. In 2014 Romania 
has registered 1506 applications for asylum; 
713 received some form of protection or 
refugee status. Between January 1st and May 
31st , 2015, Romania registered 719 asylum 
applications (343 from Syria, 120 from Iraq 
and 21 from Ukraine) [15]. During 1991-
2013 Romania received 25 100 applications 
for asylum and granted some form of 

protection for 5200 persons. Thus, Romania 
has no reason to fear that it will be overrun 
by refugees and could have a more nuanced 
position on quota refugees. Romania's 
position so far has been to reject the 
imposition of quota refugees and retains the 
option of accepting voluntary quotas. 
Romania did not know yet and does not 
know how to manage this. [15] 
 
Along with Romania, also Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, opposed European 
decisions on refugees, voting against 
mandatory quotas. Reactions of EU member 
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states regarding crisis management refugees 
were different and arose political tensions in 
Europe. Although during the Second World 
War, hundreds of thousands of Europeans 
were deported and forced to seek refuge 
outside their home states to survive 
sympathy towards refugees has resonated in 
the minds of all European states. Thus, in 
European Union were created the opposite 
sides on refugee crisis being questioned idea 
of vision on European principles and values 
assumed. Germany, for example, not only 
was the main destination chosen by the 
refugees, but was among the few European 
countries that have offered to host large 
numbers of refugees. Unlike Germany, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic preferred to 
remain transit countries and proved to be 
less welcoming regarding refugees. This 
crisis can create vulnerabilities of migrants 
and loophole for foreign terrorists 
combatants returning home easier in states 
or DAESH fighters, al-Qaeda, etc. which can 
infiltrate into Europe. However, Member 
States fear that migrants arriving in Europe 
can accommodate about the visions of 
sovereignty and militants DAESH can plan, 
finance, promote or incite terrorist acts on 
the territory of European states [12]. 
 
The reactions of Romanian officials about the 
refugee crisis were marked by a series of 
diplomatic mistakes that surely will remain 
embedded in the history of Romanian Euro-
Atlantic state. Without arguments or real 
concern, Romanian officials hasty in giving 
official statements, instead strengthen 
Romania's position on the international 
stage, have degraded the image of the state 
and its institutions in Europe. This crisis had 
also a similar effect on the Romanian political 
landscape as it made us reevaluate our own 
values and ideals and have exposed our fears 
as well as dreams. We have assisted to the 
increase of the lack of confidence of citizens 
in the state and European institutions given 
the sometimes more than chaotic approach 
of the refugee crisis and there are fears that 
this could favor the anti-European political 
parties and movements. This is obvious if we 
take into consideration the dramatic increase 

of the percentage of Romanians who are 
against receiving refugees in Romania: from 
52.6% in September 2015 to more than 
75.8% in December 2015 [15].  
 
During time, cooperation states in 
international institutions have proved to be 
mutually beneficial, especially in crisis 
situations. Throughout history, Romania has 
relied on the continuous support of the 
international community and fought for more 
than a decade to be accepted at the 
negotiating table with the most influential 
states. However, in 2015, Romanian leaders 
have made a series of mistakes that have 
affected and are likely to affect the further 
bargaining power of the Romanian state in 
the EU, because it left the impression of a 
limited, selfish and insecure state. 
 
In our opinion, the attitude of Romania on 
the acceptance quota of refugees was flawed 
politically and diplomatically. The Romanian 
state and its leaders must learn to share, not 
just to receive. In this sense, Romania must 
share responsibilities, resources, capabilities 
and solutions along with its partners, 
because in turn they received help when 
needed or when asked. General opinion 
discusses the values of solidarity and 
tolerance and finds that Europe is in a stage 
of multiple crises as a result of its policy of 
openness, but also as a result of political 
errors that were made along the European 
integration. On the other hand, it is said that 
it is a phenomenon that is more about quality 
of each individual seen in particularity, 
together with the need of integration, rather 
than quantity, so the solution carrying the EU 
allocation refugees according to a purely 
accounting algorithm is challenged in euro-
metropola. 
 
Also Romanians' perception of this refugee 
crisis shouldn’t be neglected, the acceptance 
and attitude towards refugees, which helps 
us to analyze in detail the measures to be 
proposed for its management and its 
implications for foreign policy and Romanian 
diplomacy. It should be emphasized that 



11                                                                 Journal of Eastern Europe Research in Business and Economics 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________ 
 
Anca Gabriela Ilie and Dan Dumitriu (2017), Journal of Eastern Europe Research in Business and Economics, 
DOI:10.5171/2017.562051 

 

future research topic is the analysis of 
authors. 

 Conclusions 

 
The European Union has reached a point 
where it can hardly see the future if it does 
not adopt a series of strategies to fight the 
crisis, strategies validated by all the Member 
States of the European project. In the context 
of this migration crisi, Europe should 
consider appropriate  integration policies 
options, taking into account models that 
work and avoiding failures so far. 
 
The Refugee crisis must be understood in a 
wider geopolitical context redefining the 
European Union's role on the world 
hierarchy, but with caution given by the fact 
that the immigrants bring with them some of 
the difficulties from the area they come from 
and prove more often that their behavior is 
deeply anti-Western, where jobs are self-
explanatory as well as the access to women 
(the events of New Year's Eve from several 
German cities). Moreover, the open arms 
policy led by Europe in the early onset of this 
wave of immigrants leads to a deep 
dissatisfaction from the Europeans, which is 
reflected in the growing popularity of 
extremist parties (France, Germany, Great 
Britain). And the political errors coming from 
the European and national leaders further 
broaden the electoral spectrum of the 
extreme right in Europe. 
 
And although the idea circulated among the 
public that Germany supports immigrants / 
refugees / invaders even though it faces 
demographic problems, the refugee crisis is 
not a phenomenon of demographic nature 
(even though most immigrants are young 
men) but one of cultural and civilizational 
nature announcing a cold shower for 
common European values launched by the 
founding fathers of the European Union and 
the European project cemented in history. 
The wave of immigrants brings in Europe an 
ideological crisis of the European 
mechanism, a split between the tolerant and 
solitary West and the fearful and closed East. 

However, both the East and the West admit 
that the threat represented by the wave of 
immigrants is real and is growing rapidly, 
and regards not only the assault on Europe as 
such, but as an applied electric shock to 
stability, peace and prosperity on the old 
continent.  
 
Europe's big challenge is thus to find a 
common livelihood in the uncertain future of 
the European Union. A wave of replacement 
of the European Christian population is 
forseen with population connected to Islam 
in a context in which the answers of the West 
against Islam were so far largely military 
(although hesitant), economic (economic 
sanctions) or anti-cultural (satire- Charlie 
Hebdo type). Still no measures have been 
taken for another interaction with Islam: 
converting young Europeans to Islam in a 
forced or voluntary form. Moreover, 
European solidarity must be managed which 
has been neglected in the past year. We refer 
here to the fact that the border states of 
Europe were always singled out because they 
can not grow and prosper economically and 
the refugee crisis has proved that the rich 
West can not withstand the crisis that hit 
Europe without the periphery of the Union. 
 
The current European wave has economic, 
ideological, cultural reasons but is generated 
largely by the political errors of the European 
leaders in the area of foreign policy and 
westernisation of other regions (especially 
the conflictual ones) in the world. Therefore, 
what is needed is a repositioning of the 
European economic diplomacy in the 
adoption of concrete strategies of foreign 
policy of the European Union in generating 
conflict and economic problems in areas that 
produce massive exodus of population, 
attracted by the Providence state in the West. 
Although it is difficult to predict, it may be 
the beginning of the end of the European 
Union if the diplomatic elite, along with 
commissioners from the area of trade, 
migration, external control, fail to give a new 
impulse to the immigration policies already 
set by the Lisbon Treaty. 
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A humanitarian response to the refugee crisis 
and coordinated action to distinguish on the 
basis of international and European law, 
between refugees and other migrants - the 
situation would have been different and 
could avoid tensions. Many of these actions 
show that the emphasis is on identifying the 
causes of migration and solving them at 
source. International coalition intervention 
in Syria is part of this new plan to eradicate 
as much as possible the cause of actual 
migration and an extremely dangerous 
hybrid terrorism, which is fed from extremist 
ideology. [15] 

Notes 

This article is a continuation of research 

”European Economic Diplomacy and the 

Refugees’ Crisis” author Anca Gabriela Ilie, 

published in Cross border Journal of 

International Studies no 1/2016, Dunarea de Jos 

University, Galati, where the author is also part 

of the Editorial Board 

 

DAECH: The self-proclaimed Islamic State 

appeared in the summer of 2014, on June 28, 

the first day of Ramadan, when terrorist Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi was proclaimed caliph of the 

new Islamic state in the territories conquered by 

jihadists. Originally it was called the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL), then the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), then the Islamic 

State and Daesh. Title which was initially 

required in the literature was ISIS. 
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